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Claims 1-14 lack essential features (Art 6 PCT; Rule 6.3 PCT) 
to such an extent that a meaningful search over the whole 
claimed range is iit5)ossible (Art 17(2) PCT). Consequently, the 
search has been carried out for those parts of the application 
which appear to be clear, namely: 

A method (and corresponding system/ apparatus) for managing 
purchases in progress which are made by a number of 
individuals belonging to a liable organisation, such as 
employees making purchases in parallel on behalf of a conqpany, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

connecting a managing server to a global interconnected 
network, such as the Internet, the managing server including 
storage means and issuing means, 

providing information to the storage means of the managing 
server about purchasing rules for individuals purchasing on 
behalf of their organisation which information is provided by 
a first client terminal connected to the network, 

generating a unique nximber by the issuing means, the unique 
number being issued and distributed to a second client 
terminal operated by a purchasing individual in dependence on 
the purchasing rules, 

in response to a purchase, providing information, including 
the unique number, via the Internet to the managing server 
relating to a purchase in progress, by means of the second 
terminal , 

examining by the managing server whether the provided 
information is in accordance with the purchasing rules, as a 
result of which a notification is sent to the second client 
terminal so as to validate the purchase. 

The applicants attention is drawn to the fact that claims 
relating to inventions in respect of which no intemational 
search report has been established will not be subject of an 
intemational preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). This 
is the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are 
amended following receipt of the search report during any 
Chapter II procedure. 
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